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Core vocabulary 

Core or ‘high frequency’ words make up most of the 
speech we use as adults. These words tend to be 
words which are not specific to a topic or activity. 
Core words can be harder to represent with a picture 
so lots of modelling is needed to teach them! For ex-
ample:  
more, stop, different, look, want and help. 

Fringe vocabulary 
Fringe or ‘topic’ words occur less frequently in adult 
spontaneous speech.  
These words are nouns or proper nouns (names) and 
are much easier to represent with a picture.  
They are very topic specific.  

A chatboard should have a combination of both core 
and fringe words relevant to the child’s life and inter-
ests.  

Your role as the adult is to model HOW to use the 
board. A child will not know what to do unless it is 
shown and even then do not expect a child to 
imitate you . Keep on modelling.  

INSPIRE, DON’T REQUIRE.  

 

 

 
 

No Tech  AAC: means that it 
requires no materials other 
than one’s body. 
 
Low tech AAC: means any 
sort of communication 
method that is not an "elec-
tronic," but it requires some 
sort of equipment outside 
one’s body. It can be as sim-
ple as a pen and a piece of 
paper, or as involved as a 
communication book made 
up of many pages. 

High Tech AAC: means es-
sentially an electronic device 
with a stored symbols sys-
tem.    

	

Alternative Augmentative Communication (AAC) 
The term AAC (Alternative and Augmentative Communication) is used to describe 
the different methods that can be used to help people with communication diffi-
culties, because of speech production or spoken language levels, to communicate 
with others.  

As the term suggests these methods can be used as an alternative to speech or to 
augment/supplement it. 

 
 
 
 
 


